
THE LEARNING SYSTEM FOR TODAY’S CHILD

The learning system for today’s child must be “PAD”.
When I say P-A-D, I mean Personalized, Authentic and Disruptive,
especially with respect to the potential di�erence between what is
obtainable in the global education landscape and the school for
grade system. While there are so many things to talk about, I will
focus on PAD in this article.

Personalized because there are no same child and in any classroom,
you have di�erent learners with di�erent learning style, learning
pace and learning needs. This is why all the learning can not
happen in school due to time constraint, it must be decentralized so
that every one can have an opportunity beyond the classroom for
continuous, personalized and self paced learning anywhere.

“School should never be responsible for learning or be the driver of
the learning process, students must be orientated and empowered
to own and drive their learning experience such that they become
independent and life-long learners beyond school curriculums ”

Parents must understand that learning in this revolution is an
everywhere thing, it is called M-Learning(Mobile learning), hence the
need to provide a support system that enhances this.
This is why at Pearls Garden School one of our partner school,
flipped learning is the order and this gives every learner an
opportunity to experience personalized learning and also take
ownership of their own learning.
For no child to be left behind, learning must be personalized at all
levels.

There is a school shift across the global village into Authentic
Learning as the way forward in preparing the next generation for
the VUCA(Volatile, Uncertain, Complex and Ambiguous) world.

“If school is meant to prepare for real life, why doesn't school look
like real life”



It must be all about real life engagements, applications, audience
and projects as against the paper works for the sake of grades.
Every learning experience must be connected to reality and viewed
from current realities to give relevant and relatable contents to the
learners so that they can value the learning experience and also
become producers of knowledge as they draw inferences from their
experience.

I met a teen entrepreneur who is the founder of a tech company, just
secured $150M dollars grant and has worked with Samsung, LG and
HP as an App developer and this fueled my anger for an education
system that is designed for the past and not for the future of our
kids.

When kids come to school, they must learn in an atmosphere of
reality, they must see the world replicated in their classrooms, there
will be need to go on several virtual tours and field trips, often as
against once in a while “Excursion”. The current realities in every
industry must become the centre of the learning system.
This also places a great demand on the educators to be familiar
with the industries and the trends because you can not prepare
people for what you know nothing about, subject mastery is not
enough in this revolution.

There is a system of learning that places a demand on learners to
memorize contents, and testing is based on how well learners can
remember these contents. It’s a knowledge banking system that kills
creativity and innovation because the learners never think beyond
the content that has been given to them, they depend on their
teachers for knowledge, they are consumers of knowledge.

A young girl from Nigeria named Emmanuel Mayaki was hired by a
school in the UK to teach coding, you will agree that she is definitely
not a product of the learn for grade system.

At Pearl Garden School, Dewonu, a year 12 learner led a team to
create an emergency app that can easily help everyone to access
help in the case of an emergency like fire outbreak and the likes



because many do not know what to do and how to quickly reach out
for help. This largely revolves around technology as this revolution is
characterized by the digital, invading every industry.

This is also not a product of the learn for grade system but a
disruptive learning system that seeks to empower learners with the
skills needed to add value to their immediate community even as a
child. So the learners are not running the grade race, instead of
competition, you see collaboration and the proof of learning is not
only a good grade but products, discoveries and accomplished
projects.

This is the kind of learning we see today in the global village :
Personalized, Authentic and Disruptive.


